COVER STORY

‘Marilyn’ and Susan Griffiths

For actress, being a legend
is just a job, but TV movie
is her last hurrah as Monroe

By Bart Mills
Special to the loumal-Constrhuton

LOS ANGELES — “Can we shoot a few stills overon
Stage 9, Marilyn? ... I mean Susan”™ the publicist
asked. The actress had just finished blowing a kiss to a
dark, athletic young man, a dead ringer for Joe DiMag-
gin, and she skittered dudfully over (o Stage 9 in her
tight skirt to make smoochy faces, It's all part of the job,

For Susan Griffiths, the fun of being Marilyn Mon-
o 8 that she can turn it on and off. She doesn™t have to
experience Marilyn's neuroses. She doesm't have to
drug and drink hersell into insensibility. She doesn't
even have to play the death scene, because “Marilyn
and Me” is, as Ms. Griffiths says, “a love story, a
charming look back at her rise, not her fall.” :

Ms. Griffiths, who stars in the made-for-TV movie
at @ tonight on W3B/Channel 2, has made : career out
of her resemblance to Marilyn, from an early look-alike
contest to years impersonating Monroe onst, ge.

“If I could have created a fantasy, what's "ust hap-
pened to me would be it,” Ms. Griffiths says. "1 was 17
vears old when it first started.

m and Me” People started calling me Marilym
9 tonight oe before I even knew who she was,
WSE/Chaenet 2 (4006), They said I walked and talked just

like her. All I knew was that she
was a blonde and was dead.”

Mz, Griffiths spent some of her early vears in Utah.
If zhe had to look like somebody, she thowght, let it be
Farah Fawcett or Jaclyn Smith,

"1 moved to California and went to work at a depart-
ment store in the cosmetics department,” she says, "It
was California, 5o I started weaving blonde highlights
ints my hair. The blonder T got, the more often the
Marilyn thing came up."

One day, Ms. Griffiths entered a Marilyn Monros
lnok-alike contest.

“T came in second to this girl who had all the moves
down,” she said. "“But I got the job that was the main
prize: posing for a postér for a group called the Mon-
roos. All the other girl got was an assortment of tapes.”™

Mas. Griffiths went back to selling cosmetics, but
shortly afterward found herself plaving Marilyn again,
this time in Japan in & series of TV commercials for a
hotel. She then pozed for a Marilyn photo spread in
Platinum magazine, and scon she was no lopger in cos-

metics. She went to Las Vegas and opened as Martlyn in
F wscm o B Tk af et nncine ghe gane and danced

Susan Griffiths portraye Masdln Monroe and Jesse Dabson
i writer Bob Slatzer in the TV mowe “Manlyn and Me.”

“I was making really good money and the job was
fun. But I decided to get off the fix. I wanted to do more
— be a real actress.” But Marilyn wouldn't go away,

“1 did am episode of "Growing Paing' where Kirk
Cameron goes into a restaurant on Halloween and finds
all these people from the past. I was Marilyn and I told
Kirk, ‘But T knew that I could act and I knew getting
anyone in this town to believe it was rough.'"

Mz, Griffiths says “Marilya and Me" will be her
swan song as Marilyn, and, she hopes, her calling card
as Susan. The “Me" in the title is a writer named Bob
Slatrer, who maintains that he was Marilyn's secres
husband for five days.

Whatever the truth of that claim — and Marilyn's
biographer Anthony Summers accepts it — there is no
doubd that Manlyn and Mr. Slatzer were lovers for sev-
eral years in the late 19405 and early 19505 The movie
ends with Mr, Slatzer bowing out for Mr, DiMaggio.

“I feel like a walking encyclopedia of Marilyn,
whether I want to be or not, but [ feel in no way caught
wn im her ™ savs Mg, Griffiths. “1 know how she must
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