Kelly Duane Montfort                                                                     

A native Texan with a love for music since I was knee-high to a grasshopper. I have been asked what my “favorite” music or artist is, and it’s just not that simple for me. “I love music for its expression, artistic presence, uniqueness, and creativity. I’m intrigued and in tune, from the largest and loudest kettle drum of an orchestra to the smallest and concealed tone of a xylophone.” Even though many artists have captured my ears with their style, I must confess that I have always been partial to the ebb and flow melodies of Merle Haggard and crisp, climbing, tenor notes of Roy Orbison. My friends can testify that it’s “no-holds-barred”  when I sing. It makes no difference if thousands are listening or if only myself is listening. I perform 100% each and every time. 

From the age of five until thirteen, I mostly entertained family and friends. With no formal music lessons, but only my dad’s influence of basic melodies, rhythms, and riffs, I learned to play guitar. At age thirteen, I learned to play my first song, entitled, Diana. This song, oddly enough was written and sung by the artist, Paul Anka, at the age of thirteen. It was written in reference to Paul’s babysitter that he had a crush on. This song is abundantly requested for performance.

Approaching my junior year of high school, I decided to express the music in my heart, even more, and joined the school choir, and remained for my senior year. As spring time approached during my senior year, I captured the opportunity to entertain for my largest audience yet, my school peers and their parents. An opening act was needed for the schools Spring Fever Show. Without hesitation, I performed an impromptu, acapella audition with the show manager and got the spot. Now, all I needed was a band. My dad assisted me by getting a few of his former band members together, and after only three practice sessions, it was show time. I performed as a young Elvis Presley. The three songs performed, in chronological order,  were One Night With You, Love Me, and That’s Alright. It was a hit, and the feeling that I walked away with was exhilarating. I absorbed every moment that I could.

Growing up listening mostly to 50’s and 60’s rock-n-roll and the good ‘ol country music, I have always made music a part of my day. Anyone who knows me can quickly reply to the question, “What do you remember most about Kelly?” No doubt that they would say, “Singing and smiling!” Whether it was classmates thinking I was crazy, or Army basic training buddies nick-naming me Elvis, or my co-workers joining me in song and dance, I have always been referenced with music. Over the past few years I have entertained mostly as a solo act for weddings, family reunions, fundraisers, and guest appearances. However, there’s a saying that is phrased as such, “A star burns brightest before it burns out.”

Performance appearances:

AMVETS- Lampasas, TX

Beatnix- Waco, TX (open mic)

Cool River Cafe- Austin, TX

Clairmont Center- Austin, TX (performed as young Elvis)

D.A.R.E. Association- Waco, TX (fundraiser) (performed as Buddy Holly)

Denton Regional Medical Center- Denton, TX (fundraiser) (performed as Buddy Holly)

La Fuente Ballroom- Waco, TX

The Oldies Cafe- Temple, TX

Cactus Jack’s- Temple, TX

Industry honors and claims:
1st place karaoke- Bahama Beach Club- College Station, TX (1991)

Top 10 selection in 2004 for “Pershing’s Own” Army Choir

1st place karaoke- AMVETS- Lampasas, TX  (2006)

Industry associations:
Sandy Bates- Addison, TX (performer)

Soul of an Angel- Trina Lee- Austin, TX (performer/producer)

Rickey Ragston Recording- Austin, TX (performer/ producer)

3-Ring Service- Austin, TX (entertainment agency)

The Muddcatts/ Mark Nix- Waco, TX (Beatles tribute band)

Johnny Mandell- Waco, TX (Elvis Tribute Artist)

Bridgett Huffhines- Waco, TX (Patsy Cline Tribute)

Clint Hancock- Waco, TX (production)

William Ware Agency- Dallas, TX

Song List:

Buddy Holly (set)-full costume
Elvis Presley, the early years (set)-full costume

Other artists: 

Paul Anka

Bobby Darin

Wilson Pickett

Roy Orbison

Marty Robbins

Merle Haggard

CCR-Creedence Clearwater Revival

Eagles

Eric Clapton

Ray Charles

Hank Williams Sr.

Johnny Cash

Everly Brothers

Righteous Brothers

Del Shannon

(I Can cover most any male artist. I only need a request and rehearsal time to give you a great performance)

